INTRODUCTION

Staphylococcus aureus and Staphylococcus epidermidis are Gram-positive bacteria which have been frequently reported in hospital and community-acquired infections, and currently represent serious therapeutic challenges for drug therapy due to multidrug resistance (MDR)
. The irrational use and inadequate combinations of antimicrobials have been described as the main reasons for MDR 3, 4 . Such drug interactions (DI) represent a common but challenging problem in antimicrobial drug therapy, and give rise to a large number of hospital admissions and deaths worldwide, beyond the rising microbial resistance problem 3 .
In Brazil, Anacardium occidentale (cashew) extracts are used in oral and topical treatments of infectious and parasitic diseases, diabetes and wound healing
5
. Phy-tomolecules such as flavonoids, saponins and anacardic acids were previously detected on the cashew stem bark (CSBE), which is also prescribed for clinical use 5, 6 . 1 and 2) . Moreover, the sta- 
RESULTS
The qualitative analysis of the CSBE extract suggested the presence of tannins, flavonoids and saponins. Flavonoids analysis suggested the presence of flavonol and flavonone subtypes. The antimicrobial susceptibility test indicated that most of the strains were sensible to the synthetic drugs used in this work (Tables 1 and 2). Resistant phenotypes were seen by this method for neomycin (S. aureus 4 and 11 strains) and vancomycin (S. aureus 10) (table 2). The interference of the CSBE on the antimicrobial activity of tested drugs was analyzed in comparison to the disks results without the CSBE. Antagonism was detected in all antimicrobial drugs for most of the strains, and synergism was only seen for neomycin (S. aureus 2 and 4), rifampicin (S. epidermidis 2 and S. aureus 6) and vancomycin (S. epidermidis
GEN: gentamycin, AMP: ampicilin, CIP: ciprofloxacin, PEN: G penicillin, (-): No statistically significant difference when comparing CBSE-added disks to the same disk without the CBSE, (+): statistically significant difference when comparing CBSE-added disks to the same disk without the CBSE, (+ +) highly statistically significant difference when comparing to the same disk without the CBSE. *Synergism **Antagonism. Absence of * signals indicates no interference when comparing CBSE-added disks to the same disk without the CBSE. Data in parentheses are the standard deviation (SD).
